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S. Rep. No. 152, 55th Cong., 1st Sess. (1897)
55TH CONGRESS, } 
1st Session. 
SENATE. 
{ 
REPORT 
No. 152. 
PENSIONS TO SURVIVORS OF CERTAIN INDIAN WARS. 
JUNE 15, 1897.-Ordered to be printed. 
Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the 
following 
REPORT. 
[To accompany S. 344.] 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 344) 
to amend an act entitled "An act granting pensions to the survivors of 
the Indian wars of eighteen hundred and thirty-two to eighteen hun-
dred and forty-two, inclusive, known as the Black Hawk war, Creek 
war, Cherokee disturbances, and the Seminole war," approved July 27, 
1892, have carefully examined the same and beg leave to report: 
A bill, almost identical in terms with this one, passed the Senate at 
the second session of the Fifty-fourth Congress, but failed to get con-
sideration in the House. The only difference in the bills is that in the 
present one the Sac and Fox Indian war of 1831 is included, which it 
is estimated will add between 200 and 300 to the roll. The facts pre-
senteu in the former report are as follows: 
There is a remnant of the men who served in the early Indian wars in this eountry 
not yet on the pension roll. They are old and decrepit, and as a rule in circum-
stances of destitution. They are scattered all over the Western country, and while 
they recount their deeds of valor in the troublous times of the past, they naturally 
wonder that their names are not included in the list of those to whom the Govern-
ment extends financial aid. It is safe to say that when the act of July 27, 1892, was 
passed, the belief was entertained that its provisions would be extended to all the 
survivors of the early Indian wars, but in the administration of that law it has 
been found that certain classes (those named in this bill) had not been given a P"U· 
sionable status. The following letter from the Commissioner of P ensions . ad<lreS1:>lld 
to Hon. C. L. Moses, chairman of the Committee on Pensions, House of Representa-
tives, Fifty-third Congress, fully explains the matter: 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF PENSIONS, 
Washington, D. C., li'ebruary 7, 1895. 
Srn: In compliance with your request of the 18th ultimo I have the honor to for-
ward herewith an estimate of the probable number of persons who will be benefited 
by the passage of House bill8457 and the approximate sum required to make payments 
thereunder. 
In submitting this estimate I would f!tate that it is based upon the best obtainable 
data and prepar~d i~ the manner b~iefl.y sta~e?- in notes _accompauying it. As a num-
ber of the orgaruzat10ns were not m the military service of the United States, but 
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were tate organizations, and for the s_ervice of which the States were subsequently 
reimbursed, their services are not pens1?na?le unde:r the act of July 27, 1892, as now 
construed. Then, others of the orgamzat10ns which "'.er~ allowed ~a;y- for thirty 
clays a part of which was for travel, would not come w1thm the prov1s10ns of said 
a~t ..{nJes all of the service and tru.vel was rendered a~d performed at the seat of 
the war of disturbance, or the travel performed was from place of rendezvous to 
seat of war or disturban~e an~ return tbe_refrom to pl~ce of rendezvous. 
The cost of pens:il)ns of surVIvors and widows, as est imated, would be, for the first 
year, $730,656, and, computed by the America_n Table of Mortality, the _av_erage_ pen-
sionable period would be seven and tw_o-thirds y~ars; consequently 1t 1s believed 
that the sum of $5,601,696 would be reqmred to satisfy all pensions under the bill in 
question. . . t· f th' 1 • The difficulties encountered rn preparmg an es ~mat~ o 1s c!nd will be readily 
understood when the numerous factors that enter mto 1t, and which can not be cor-
rectly disposed of, are taken into consideration. 
Very respectfully, WM. LOCHREN, 
Cornmissione1·. 
Hon. C. L. MOSES, 
Chairman Committee on Pensions, House of Representatives. 
A tabular estima,te was furnished by the Bureau of Pensions at the same time, as 
fol1ows: 
~.; Number of ~~ Esti- pensionable 
A+> mated survivQrs and Cost per year, at $8 
.... rr, age, soldiers' wid- per month . I>'"' 
,ci ~~ 1895. ows, January, Expectation of a:> t;;:<t> 1895. bl) Wars. o:! ~~ life, in years and bl) tti is ~ fractions. § rr, bl) r... rri cti I-< o:! 0 rri 0 0 
. 
rr, ~.., ~ Ii: .!:; ts: I> I::= A 
-~ ~o .E 0 0 ~ -~ 0 3 0 ~ 0 ~ 'd r... "C r...r... ~ ... ~ r... p<tl p 0 p 0 E-1 w. w. w. E-1 w. E-1 
--
Seminole, 1817-18 •.••.. 6,911 20 94 92 5 120 125 $!80 $11,520 $l2, ooo {Survivors. 0. 64 Widows .. . 98 
Fovre River or Win-} 1,416 20 88 88 14 107 121 1,344 10,272 ll, 616 {Survivors. 1. 91 nebago dist., 1827. Widows .. 1. 91 
Sabine, 1836--37 •.•..... 4, 429 22 81 81 221 155 376 21,216 14, 880 36,096 {Survivors. 4. 05 Widows .. 4. 05 
Cayuse, 1847--48 . ...... 682 22 68 65 144 82 226 12,576 7,200 19,776 {Survivors. 9. 47 Widows .. 11. JO 
Texas and New Mex"} 6,465 22 65 601,448 890 2,338 13!), 008 85,440 224,448 {Survivors. 1]. 10 ico, 1849-1855. Widows .. 14.10 
California, 1851-52 .•••. 1,265 22 67 62 476 230 706 45,606 22,080 67,776 {Survivors. 10 Widows .. 12. 86 
Utah, 1850-1853 .....•.. ..... 
·--·-· 
.... ...... 
-----
........ 
--··· ------- -------
........ . 
Oregon and Washing"} 
230,304 128,640 358,944 {Survivors . 11. 10 ton 'rerritory, 1851- 7,229 22 65 602,399 1,340 3,739 Widows .. 14.10 1856. 
Num ber of pen11ionerfl. 
·-··· 
........ 
----
..... 4,707 2,924 7,631 
Uost of first y~ar ...... 450,624 280,032 730,656 
Cost of 7t years ....... 5,601,696 
It will be seen from the above that a careful estimate placed the cost 
of tlie proposed leg'islatiou at $730,656 the first year, and that the entire 
cost to the Government would be, taking the American Table of Mor-
tality as a guide, $5,601,696. As the average pensionable period under 
the bill was computed to be seven and one-half years, and over two 
years have already. elapsed, it will be seen that the addition to the 
pension roll will not be very great,, and in about five years from the 
present time will have entirely ceased. 
From an elaborate and interesting report made to the House of 
Representatives in the Fifty-third Congress favoring the proposed 
legislation (which same recommendation was made by the House Com-
mittee on Pensions in the Fifty-fourth Congress) the following is taken: 
Yonr committee find that, on examination of the Department records, muster and 
pay rolls of the Government, there still remain of the Seminole war of 1817-18 but 
5_survivors and 120 widows. Of the "La Fevre" Indian war, which occurred sixty-
eight years ago, there remain but 14 survivors and 107 widows. Of the Sabine war 
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of 1836 there rnmain but 221 survivors and 155 widows. Of the Cayuse war of 
1847-4-8 there are 144 survivors and 82 widows. Of the Texas and New Mexico 
Iudian wars there still survive 1,448, with 890 widows. Of the California Indian 
wars there still survive 4-76, and 230 widows. Of the Indian wars of the Territories 
of Oregon and Washington, prior to 1856, there still survive 2,399, and 1,340 widows. 
In many regiments serving in these Indian wars an examination of the names 
shows a repetition, caused by the same person enlisting in different companies, and 
this, it is estimated, will still further reduce the number of beneficiaries at least 700, 
leaving the total survivors of the Indian wars at about 4,000. 
The last of these wars occurred forty years ago, and the estimated age of the sur-
vivors is fixed at 65 years, while the estimated age of the Seminole survivors is 94 
years . Of the inestimable services of these pioneer men and soldiers we deem it 
unnecessary to refer. History recognizes the results they achieved. In the South 
and West they endured the greatest of privations, sacrifices, and sufferings. We 
owe to them largely, if not entirely, the acquisition of the vast empire of the Pacific 
Northwest. 
It having been the policy of the Government and the uniform course of legislation 
that service pensions should be granted at the expiration of forty years following 
the wars for which such pensions have been granted, it will be seen that this period 
bas been now reached as to all the wars mentioned in the present bill, while as to 
some over seventy-seven years have elapsed since the war. Most of these old sur-
vivors are in needy circumstances, while all are in old age, and, as estimated by the 
Commissioner of Pensions, the average pensionable period can not extend beyond 
about seven years hence. Many of these aged men were omitted from the act pen-
sioning survivors of Indian wars between 1832 and 1842, and for this reason the 
present bill is the more just, since it includes all the survivors of the recognized 
Indian wars prior to 1856. 
The language of the bill bas the approval of the Interior Department. 
In the Seminole war, 1817-18, there were 1,000 regulars and 5,911 volunteers, and 
the estimate for this war is based upon the percentage of survivors of the war of 
1812 and widows of soldiers of that war who were drawing pensions June 30, 1890, 
the period between the two wars being practically the same as that embraced 
between June 30, 1890, and this date. 
Five survivors and 120 widows are estimated to be now living. 
In the "La Fevre" or Winnebago disturbance, 1827, there were 900 regulars and 
516 volunteers engaged. Of tbe~e troops there were probably 50 per cent, or 708, 
who served in the Black Hawk war or other Indian wars and have pensionable serv-
ice under act of July 27, 1892, or other acts, leaving 708 remaining at the close of 
disturbance. 
The disturbance occurred sixty-eight years ago, and from an examination of claims 
on file it is estimated that the soldiers now living were 20 years of age at enlistment. 
Taking the percentage above noted and computing with the American Table of 
Mortality, it is estimated that 14 survivors and 107 widows are now living and would 
be beneficiaries. 
SABINE DISTURBANCE, 1836. 
The War Department reports 1,323 regulars, and the Auditor for the War Depart-
ment reports 3,106 volunteers, making a total of 4,429 soldiers called into service 
dnring said disturbances. From former reports from vVar Department it is shown 
that practically all of the regular soldiers served in either the Creek Indian or 
Florida Indian war, or Cherokee disturbance, and come within the provisions of 
existing laws. Of the 3,106 militia it is fair to estimate that 40 per c6Ilt of them, or 
1,24-2, also served in one of the wars or dist,urbances mentioned. As there was no 
:fighting and few casualties in the Sabine disturbance, it is estimated that 1,800 of 
the remaining 1,864 soldiers survived at the close of the disturbance. As it has been 
nearly fifty-ni~e years since the service was rendered, and age at enlistment being 
estimated at 22 years, the survivors would now be 81 years of age. 
Taking this estimate and computing with the American Table of Mortality, the 
number of survivors should be 221. The remaining 1,579 represent those deceased. 
It is assumed that 80 per cent, or 1,263, were married and left widows, 155 of whom 
are now living at the age of 81. 
CAYUSE, 1847-48. 
T,here ~ere 682 volunteers and n!> regular troops engaged. 
'I~e estimate as t? Cayuse war_ 1s based upon the percentage of survivors of the 
1\{ex10an war :1nd widows of soldiers of that war, who are now alive and have pen-
sionable service, the Cayuse war having occurred while the Mexican war was in 
progress. 
It is shown that 12 per cent of claims filed by Mexican war survivors and 10 per 
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cent filed by soldiers' wi~ows bav~ been rejected O!} conditions that do not enter into 
the Indian war act, to wit, a serv1c~ of l~ss than sixtY: days and age limit, etc. 
'raking this estimate and comp~1tmg with ~h~ American Table of Mortality, there 
sliould b 144 survivors and 82 widows 1;1ow 11 vrng .. 
The 0 volunteers were not mustered rnto the Umte~ States service, but under a 
subsequent act of Congress the State of Oregon was reimbursed for their service by 
the nited 'tates. 
TEXAS .A.ND NEW MEXICO, 1849-1855. 
The War Depart,ment re1_?orts th:1t th~re were 5,05,0 regular army soldiers engaged 
in the Texas and New MeXIco Indian d1sturba,nces rn 1849-1855. As enlistments in 
the regnlar servic~ were fo~ five years, with ~he excep~io!1 of the men who composed 
the adilitional regiments ra1sed for the Mexican war, 1t 1s presumed that at least 20 
per cent, or 1,010 of the 5,050, rendered service in th~ M~xican war and have title 
under the act of _January 29, 1887. As the_ same orgamzat~ons, or a la:rge proportion 
of them served m more than one of the disturbances durmg the penod mentioned 
probably 25 per cent, or 1,010 of the remainiu~ 4,040, should be deducted, for th~ 
reason that they were counted more than once m War Department report. Of the 
remaining 3,039, probably 15_ per cent, or 454, _served in the United States Army 
during the war of the rebellion and have pensionable status under other acts. Of 
the 2,576 remaining, 15 per cent, or 386, should be deducted for death in service 
desertions, and for ~hose who ~ere discharged for disabilities resulting from service; 
which gave them title to penSIOll under the general law. 
This woulil leave 2,190 who were living in 1855. An examination of a large num-
ber of bounty-land cases based on the services of these soldiers shows that their 
average ages at this time is about 65½ years. The American Table of Mortality shows 
that 48 per cent of people at that age are living, but as the war of the rebellion 
occurrecl shortly after the ctisturbances in question, it may be presumed that quite a 
number of the survivors eutered the Confederate service, consequently the mortality 
wonld be increased by that service say 6 per cent, or 131, leaving 2,058 survivors, 
and 513 widows. 
The Auditor for the War Department reports that there were 1,415 militiamen who 
served thirty days or upward . Of this number 685 were from Texas. It is known 
to the Bureau that a considerable percentage of the Texans rendered prior service in 
the Mexican war, and also that a number of them rendered more than one service iu 
the Texas and New Mexico war. Probably 40 per cent, or 274, should be deducted 
for this estimate, which would leave 411. Of the 730 New Mexicans who served 
probably 25 per cent, or 182, rendered more than one service, leaving 548. 
Thus the total survivors of said wars alive in 1855 would have been-
Regulars. _ .. _ .. _ . _ .... __ ........... __ •• _ . • • • • . • • • • . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . • . • . . • • • • • . 2, 058 
Texans ..... _ ..... : ..... _ ..... _ ......•..... __ ... __ . _ .. __ . _ ....... _ ...... __ .. 411 
New Mexicans .................. _ ...... _ ...•... ___ ... _ .. _ .. ____ ..... _ . . • . . . . 548 
Total .................................... __ . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 017 
Of these 3,017, at the average age of 65½ years, there should now be livin~, accord-
ing to the mortality table, 1,448 survivors with pensionable status for thirty days' 
service. 
It is believed that a fair estimate of the number of widows surYiving is obtained 
by taking the percentage of Mexican war widows with Mexican war survivors. This 
would give 890 widows of soldiers of Texas and New Mexico disturbances living. 
CALIFORNIA INDIAN DISTURBANCES. 
The War Department re})orts 265 regular soldiers engaged in said distnrbance. 
The Au<~itor for the War Department reports that the State of California was reim-
burs€d rn bulk for the services of her soldiers in the Indian wars, and was not 
r quired to fnrnish rolls, consequently an estimate as to the number of men other 
than th_e regulars _can not be given. Of the regulars probably 80 per cent, or 212, 
served m th Mexrnan war, leaving 53. 
The records of this Bureau show that over 900 bounty land warrants were issued 
for ~bis s~rvice, and e~timating the volunteers as 1,000 and regulars as. 5:3, and com-
P!1t10g with the Am~ncan Table of Mortality, there should be now hvrng 476 sur-
vivors, and, computmg on Mexican war basis 230 widows . 
.As the California. militia were not in "the ~ilitary or naval service of the United 
States," they will not come within the provisions of the act of July 27, 1892. 
In Utah disturbance ofl'l8.50-1853 the War Department reports 10 regulars, all of 
whom.~r?bably served in other wars. The Auditor for the War Department rep?rts 
530 militia, none of whom served thirty days, consequently they have no pens10n-
ble sta.tUB under act of July 27, 1892. 
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IN THE OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY WARS. 
The War Department reports that 850 regulars were engaged, and the Auditor for 
the War Department 6,379 militia. Of the regulars probably 75 per cent, or 637, 
served in the Mexican war and other wars, leaving 213, and of the militia 20 per cent, 
or 1,276, served in other wars or rendered more than one service in the Oregon ~nd 
Washington Territory wars, leaving 5,103 militia; a total of regulars and militia of 
5 316. Of this number deduct 6 per cent, or 319, for desertion and casualties, which 
,;.onld leave 4,997 survivors at close of the wars. 
From an examination of a number of claims it appears that these survivors should 
now be 65½ years of age, and from the American Table of Mortality 48 per cent, or 
2,399, are now living. 
'l'he number of widows is based upon the percentage of widows of Mexican war 
soldiers who are living, which would show 1,340 widows of soldiers of 0 1egon and 
Wasliington Territory disturbances living. 
To-day the annual reunion of the Indian war veterans of the North 
Pacific Coast will be held in Portland, Oreg. It is the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the Cayuse war, and the forty-first anniversary of _the Yakima 
and Rogue River Indian wars. It will be gratifying to them to receive 
a message that this bill has been favorably reported, and that this 
long-delayed act of justice is in process of settlement. These men 
average 15 years older than the veterans of the late civil war, and that 
statement alone is sufficient to show that at least the bounty of the 
Government can be bestowed upon them for a very brief time. 
Your committee recommend early and favorable action on the bill. 
0 
